20 IN.

AREA 41.05 inches

“OPENASLE
7 SQ. FT. MiN
clear

Ve
\5.
N

MINIMUM SIZE
WINDOW FOR 20 IN.
CLEAR WIDTH

44 IN. MAX

SILL HEIGHT

i‘— 34.2 inches clear —']

~ ~
~ ~
~ ~
~ ~
CPENABLE AREA - 24 IN.
5.7 SGLFT. MIN CLEAR MIN
- N
~ ~
- ~
—r
MINIMUM SIZE WINDOW
FOR 24 IN. CLEAR HEIGHT
FLOOR

For SI: 1 inch = 25.4 mim, 1 square foot = 0.0929 m2

Figure A310.1
EMERGENCY ESCAPE AND RESCUE WINDOW

R310.1.1 Minimum opening area. All emergency escape and

rescue openings shall bave a minimum net clear opening 0of 5.7

square feet (0.530 m?).

R310.1.2 Minimum opening height. The minimum net clear
opening height shall be 24 inches (610 mm).

+ The minimum opening height for emsergency space
and rescue opening is 24 inches (610 mm), based on
the minimum dimension of a fire fighter with full rescue
equiprment.

R310.1.3 Minimum opening width. The minimum net clear
opening width shall be 20 inches (508 mm).

<+ This section establishes a minimum width of 20 inches
(508 mm) for emergency space and rescue openings,

~ based on the minimum dimension of a fire fighter with
full rescue equipment, '

R310.1.4 Operational constraints. Emergency escape and
rescue openings shall be operational from the inside of the
rocm without the.use of keys or tools,

<+ Openings for emergency escape and rescue must be
operational from the inside. Keys or special tools must
not be needed to operate these openings. If keys or
tools were necessary, they might not be readily avail-
able in an emergency or panic situation, and an indj-
vidual might not be able to use them, so the opening
would be unusable. Section R310.1 also requires the
opening size 1o be obtained by the normal operation of
the window. See the commentary for Section R310.1.

R310.2 Window wells. The minimum horizontal area of the'
window well shall be 9 square feet (0.84 m?), witha minimum -
horizontal projection and width of 36 inches (914 mm). The
area of the window well shall allow the emergency escape and
rescue opening io he fully opened.
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MEANS OF EGRESS
LIFE SAFETY 101

(SECTION 21-2.2.2}

The primary area of concem is an acceptable secondary means of escape as established in

the Life Safety Code in Seciion 21.2.2.3.

The Life Safety Code defines an acceptable secondary means of escape as one of the
following:

A) "A door, stairvay, passage or hall providing a way of unobstructed (ravel to the
outside of a dwelling at the street or ground level that is independent of and remote from

the primary means of egress.” A
B) “A passage through an adjacent non lockable space, independent and remote from the

prumary means of escape, lo an approved means ofescape”,

C) “An outside window or door openable from the inside without the use of tools, keys
or special effort and providing a clear opeaing of not less than 20 iaches (30.8cm) in
width, 24 1aches (6lcm) in height, and 5.7 square feet, (0.53) in area. The bottom of the
opening shall nol be mose than 44 inches (| I?cm) above the floor.” Such a m=ans of

escape shall be acceptable if:
- "The window is within 20 feet (6.1 M) orgradc or -
*"The window is directly accessible lo.the fire. depactment rescue appararus as-approvad

by the authority having jurisdiction, or
*"The window crdoor opens onlo an exterior balcony’
The State Fire Marshal's Office does not accept the use of a tilt-tale out sash in double
hung window as a meihod achieving the requiced opening size for the required seconds
means of escape. The 5.7 sq. foot cequirement must be achieved by the opening left

when the lower.such ts placed in the uppermaost pasition.



